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Spring 2018: Literacy Advocacy
Deadline: March 15, 2018
With an ever-increasing need to help our 
students become thoughtful, critically-thinking 
citizens, there is also increasing pressure on 
educators to become advocates for the literacy 
practices that we have long embraced: critical 
reading and nuanced writing are just two of  
those practices. We want to hear from you: 
what are the ways in which you are engaging 
in literacy advocacy? How are you encouraging 
your students to become empowered by their 
literacy practices, both inside and outside the 
classroom?
For example: the five-paragraph essay. Teachers 
love it, hate it, lampoon it, and, in the end, often 
resort to using it. What pressures do you face 
in asking students to resort to such formulaic 
pieces? What are the best ways to combat 
the mentality that produces these predictable 
academic papers and how can we instead engen- 
der critical thought?
Please submit manuscripts through Scholar- 
works (http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lajm) 
Fall 2018: Ethics in ELA 
Deadline: August 15, 2018
 
In his 2011 book Save the World on Your Own 
Time, Stanley Fish argues that the charge of  a 
language arts teacher is simple and straightfor-
ward: to teach academics without any political 
agendas or explorations into moral or ethical 
issues. “No issue, question, or topic is off  limits 
to classroom discussion so long as it the object 
of  academic rather than political or ideological 
attention,” (15) argues Fish.
In this issue, we ask language arts teachers and 
administrators to consider both the feasibility 
and ethics of  such an approach. How should 
teachers handle questions of  morals and ethics 
in the teaching of  English? Can we, for ex-
ample, avoid the issue of  racism and the Black 
Lives Matter movement while discussing the 
works of  Frederick Douglass or classics like The 
Adventures of  Huckleberry Finn? Should we?
 
What about topics of  misogyny in teaching Sis-
ter Carrie or an Edith Warton novel? How have 
you handled ethical questions when it comes to 
certain pieces of  literature?
And what about writing? Is it our job to 
cultivate a writing that offers liberation rather 
than Freire’s banking system? Tell us your 
stories about politics, ethics, morality and their 
place in the language arts class.
Please submit manuscripts through Scholar- 
works (http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lajm).
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